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but it was the least military staff on which I had ever served. The senior aide-de-camp was Colonel O'Meara, brother-in-law to Clarke, Duke of Feltre. He ended his days as commandant of a small place on the Belgian frontier. Then came Major Grueheneuc, brother-in-law to Larines, who commanded the 26th Light Infantry at the Beresina. Major Saint-Mars vrasthe third. After being taken prisoner in Eussia he became general secretary of the Legion of Honour. I was the fourth. The ']                          fifth was Marquis Serafino d'Albuquerque, a great Spanish
noble, fond of good living, and very plucky.    He was killed ;                         by a cannon-ball at Bssling/   Sixth, Captain Watteville, son
of the Landammann of the Helvetic Eepublic, representing the Swiss nation; Lannes being titular colonel of the Swiss troops in the French service. He too went on the Eussian campaign as a major of lancers. In spite of my care, he succumbed to cold and fatigue as we got near Wilna. The ?                          seventh was the famous Labedoy&re. He was a tall and
'                          handsome man, brave, cultivated, and witty; a good talker,
;                          though with a slight stammer.    He became aide-de-camp to
Prince Eug&ue Beauharnais, and was colonel in 1814.    The 4                          story of his bringing his regiment over to the Emperor at the
return of Elba is well known.   Under the Eestoration he was tried and shot.  The eighth aide-de-camp was named de Viry. I                          He belonged to an ancient Savoyard family.   So far as I knew,
jj                          he had no bad qualities, and I became very intimate with
f                         him; he was severely wounded at Essling, and died in my
l                arms at Vienna.    Besides these the marshal had two super-
numerary officers attached to his staff. Captain Dagusan and Sub-lieutenant Le Couteulx de Canteleu.
On my joining the staff, Marshal Lannes warned me that he reckoned very much on my help, both on account of the report of me which he had received from Augereau and from the manner in which I had served under himself in the Friedland campaign. < If you do not get killed/ said he, c I will see that your promotion comes quickly.5 The marshal never promised in vain, and he was in such high favour with the Emperor that everything was possible to him. I I                          promised to do my duty with unswerving courage and zeal.